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Sure it will have been mentioned to the Neighborhood Groups but did say to a couple of Groups 

how important it is to keep a Portfolio, work calender going for this Season under this testing time of 

the Virus  Russ 
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Chairman’s Welcome 

Welcome to this latest newsletter. Despite the current circumstances, it is great to 

see that more “In Bloom” and “Its Your Neighbourhood” community groups and 

individuals are active, (whilst Social Distancing and following local and national 

guidelines).  

We are aware there’s no  official judging this 

year but many of my fellow judges  and myself 

are very impressed with the fantastic range of 

activities that are being carried out across the 

North West region. The many examples include, 

recognition to the wonderful NHS and wide 

range of  keyworkers; growing more vegetables 

for communities; and numerous environmental 

issues—truly fantastic work across the region. A few examples are included in this 

newsletter. 

An update from the RHS—following 

the success of “Virtual Chelsea”  -

the RHS have also run a  “Virtual 

Tatton Flower Show” in July 2020. 

I hope many of you managed to 

check it out.  If you missed it 

check out their website on:  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/tatton-park-at-home/whats-on/carol-klein  

 

The RHS have passed their thanks and appreciation to many of you who completed 

the RHS Recognition Survey. The RHS and the in Bloom regions will recognise your 

achievements with certificates this year, and tell the stories of your endeavours to 

both celebrate your work and inspire others. I hope you enjoy this Newsletter and 

the interesting articles. Thanks to everyone who has contributed and the team for 

putting it together, please continue to share your excellent updates and like our 

Facebook page,  Northwestinbloomsupport 

I will be updating everyone in the next newsletter regarding the “2020 /2021 Tree 

Planting Campaign” for everyone who has been affected by the recent pandemic. It 

was great to visit ‘Wrea Green Remembrance Wood’ during lockdown with Netta 

Parker from Catterall in Bloom to see The Bradshaw’s great tree planting project. 

This is a fantastic initiative  and a credit to all involved. 

Take care, keep safe and best wishes for Summer—let’s hope the sun shines! 

Bernard Pendleton, Chair of NWIB 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/tatton-park-at-home/whats-on/carol-klein
https://www.facebook.com/groups/685779488630595/
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Wrea Green Remembrance Wood  

Wrea Green’s Andy Bradshaw, like many of us, was 

heartbroken to hear about so many people losing 

their loved ones and not being able to say a proper 

good-bye. He had the idea of creating a 

Remembrance Wood, so that families could have 

somewhere peaceful and beautiful to go and 

remember their loved ones for many generations to 

come. The family, fully supported donating their field 

off Richmond Avenue for the wood. Andy posted the 

idea on Facebook in  May - within a few hours 

several thousand people had commented and 

“shared”! The family realised that a lot of people 

really wanted something like this to help them grieve 

during lockdown, and were determined to make it happen quickly.  

An area of more than 5 acres was fenced off and an entrance and pathways were 

created. They ordered a range of British trees, including silver birch, crab apple trees, 

fruit trees, maples and rowans, etc. With the help of some fabulous volunteers the 

trees were all planted, and by mid-May the family started inviting people to come and 

choose their trees, carefully adhering to social distancing. More than 300 local families 

have now been in touch about planting trees for their loved ones.   

The Bradshaw family want to ensure, anyone who wants to plant a tree for a loved one 

will get to do so in the Remembrance Wood. They’ll be planting hundreds more trees in 

Autumn. From the outset, the family really wanted the whole community to be involved 

and it’s truly wonderful that so many have got in touch including, eight families 

watering all of the trees; the “Oldham Men in Sheds Society” making 90 bird boxes; 

and many people have donated benches and seeds or put money on the Crowdfunder 

page. Commercial firms have assisted too, with “Acorn Woodcraft” making a 

gargantuan bird table; “Premier Kitchens”, a shed; “Alan Grice Staircases”, the 

beautiful wooden entrance signs; Kirkham “Morrisons” have fundraised for a bench and 

want to create a small garden area too; and “Barcham Trees,” have given lots of advice 

about how to help their beautiful trees thrive in the Remembrance Wood.  

 

The Bradshaw’s send a big “Thank you” to everyone 

who has offered and given their help and support. They 

need help with watering (during dry periods !!) and will 

be planting more trees soon and would love to hear 

from anyone who would like to be involved. Further 

updates will be included in our NWIB newsletters. If you 

would like to dedicate a tree or would be willing to 

volunteer in any way, please email Ashley or  Liam at 

wreagreenremembrancewood@gmail.com.  

For more information please see “Wrea Green 

Remembrance Wood” on Facebook or the village             

  website, www.wreagreen.com.  

What you've been up to? 
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What you've been up to? 

2nd Didsbury Scout Group 

 

Prior to 17th March we were doing the Gardeners 

badge with the beavers and since then we have had 

no face to face meetings. They took home broad 

bean seeds ready to be watered and see them 

grow. Most of them were able to show us their 

plants during the zoom sessions we had and I’m 

pleased to say that 10 of them gained their 

gardeners badge over this period of time.  

Just as lock down started I was able to go to the 

scout hut and sow seeds in the raised beds hoping 

that they would flower.  My companion gardener 

and fellow instructor was unable to help due to her having to shield.  

Initially I was unable to go down due to the restrictions so my own garden 

benefitted. I was due to open the garden for our local open gardens day but this 

had to be cancelled but a “Virtual Open gardens” took place instead. I think that my 

own garden never looked better due to the extra care it received at least I was able 

to show it off on-line. 

I had grown seeds along with some from my friend so I was able to plant some 

flowers down at the scout hut. I look forward to the rainbow of colours there will be 

in a couple of weeks. It is very pleasing that when we go to do some gardening a 

number of people will stop us and say how they look forward to walking past as 

there is always something new to look at whatever the season. 

Helen Hampson   - Beaver Scout Leader and Gardener 

Parsonage Gardens Didsbury 

Great to see that the volunteers have been working 

regularly on Tuesday mornings in Parsonage Gardens, 

(whilst social distancing and following local and 

national guidelines.) The work done by all the 

volunteers is much appreciated providing a wonderful 

oasis - outdoor spaces can certainly impact on our 

health well being and Didsbury have tremendous In 

Bloom And Its Your Neighbourhood community 

support. 
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Light Relief 
 

1. Did you know the sunflower head is not just one flower?  

How many individual flowers are there on one single flower stalk? 

2. Do you know which acid is found in onions that makes you 

cry? An interesting fact you may not know; if you eat enough onions, 

they can make you sleepy as they act as a sedative (so it’s not just 

bananas and herbal teas!). 

3. Potatoes  - do you know where they were first cultivated 

7000 years ago? 

4. What is the fastest growing plant in the world and it can 

grow 91cm (35in) in a day?   

There are approximately 1000 species of them!  

5. Which country is named after a tree?   

Another is Barbados as its meaning translates as ‘bearded one’ which 

apparently describes the great banyan tree Ficus citifolia. 

 

What you've been up to? 

 

Oldham 

Oldham Council’s Environmental 

Service Team have created the WOW 

flower bed in the town centre to say a 

big thankyou to our NHS and 

Keyworker Heroes. 

Paul Byrne, Environmental 

Manager 

Oldham Council, Environmental 

Services  

 

River Oaks Charity, Liverpool 

Check out the link provided by River Oaks Charity to a video of their wildflower  

meadow. https://vimeo.com/443831849  

https://vimeo.com/443831849
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A Look into a Judges Garden during lockdown 

 

Don’t you just love nosing in other people’s gardens? I know I do. At the judges Zoom 

meeting I volunteered to share what I have been up to during lockdown; 

I am really lucky – I have a big garden, some in full sun and a small woodland area  

where I can grow shade lovers.  The soil is heavy clay so if I don’t dig it over and add 

lots of compost. I lose many plants in winter as the soil is wet and airless. So, one of 

my first jobs in March was to empty all 5 compost bins and spread it over the borders. 

Recycled bottle edge 

The first project in April was to finish off a bottle edge which I started 4 years ago. It 

was just one of those jobs I have been putting off as it seemed like a ‘big job’ but 

when I actually did it, it only took me 3 hours!!  I have been collecting wine bottles 

for quite a while (honest) so I had a stockpile. However I needed a few more so I put 

a bucket outside the house with a note and received lots of donations from kind 

passers-by. I bedded them in with a grit sand and cement mix and as they buried  

deep they don’t move once the mortar has set and the strimmer doesn’t damage 

them when edging the lawn.  I also changed the shape of the border into more of a 

gentle curve so I also had to re-seed part of the lawn.    

                     Before                                                         After 
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Herbal teas and tonics 

The herbs were half way down the garden so not very 

handy, mainly in pots, and many needed potting into 

larger pots. I had lots of different mints which I use for 

workshops, so I split those and left pots outside the 

drive which all went to good homes. When I worked in 

a community garden a gentleman from Morocco 

showed me how they make herb teas with a mixture of 

herbs including rosemary, lemon verbena and mint.  

The usual way with teas is to just use one herb at a 

time but he said they are used as a general tonic or 

pick me up. The more herbs you use the more diverse 

the nutrient content so this Summer I have 

experimented with different herb mixtures. My 

granddaughter loved making and sampling herb 

cocktails (we made iced herbal teas last week when it 

was very hot)   

Succulents   

I have really got into succulents in the last few years 

because they are great for containers, very low 

maintenance as well as easily propagated from cuttings.  

I planted some sempervivums in a small dog shaped 

container. Like Monty Don, my dog Jess is my constant 

companion the garden.  She lies in a shady spot waiting 

for me to through a ball every so often 

A new fairy Garden 

Maybe some people would not see this as serious 

horticulture practice but it’s my garden and that’s the 

beauty of it. I can do what I like !!!  I pretend that I set 

this up for the grandchildren but actually it’s for me. 

Plastic lawn 

Someone was throwing out some AstroTurf so I used it 

to line my troughs. Definitely not an eco-friendly 

product but it will last a long time and I’m recycling 

something that would have gone into landfill. It retains 

the water well yet allows drainage. I often plant 

pelargoniums in troughs as they are drought tolerant 

compared to many other bedding plants and it is a very   

sunny spot in my garden. 
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Judges Garden Continued 

 

Finally the best thing about lockdown is that I 

have managed to move plants which were in 

the wrong place and plant all the plants which 

have been hanging around for some time 

(because I needed to move something else 

first) I don’t think I have ever been so ‘in 

control’ of the garden and for once rather then 

fighting to keep up with all the jobs I can 

actually enjoy it, taking time to just sit and 

look at the beauty of nature.   

Even the wasps that have moved into a bird box are fascinating to watch. In the hot 

weather a group of them keep the nest cool by fanning their wings and then after a 

while they swap places.  Although the nest isn’t in a convenient position (right by the 

path) I am leaving it be – wasps help with pollination and collect greenfly and 

caterpillars and feed them to their young so are very beneficial to the garden despite 

their tendency to sting later on in the year.  They become grumpier in late Summer 

early Autumn as the nest starts to die off and the worker wasps become desperate 

for sugary energy and are attracted to picnics. 

 

 

 

 

So now I have got on top of everything 

in the garden what project shall I tackle 

next?  My aching hands are telling me to 

relax a little and that is what I shall do. 

If only the grass and hedges would stop 

growing!! 

 

 

 

Anne Gunning -  NWIB Judge 
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Update from Amberol 
Patience Atkinson-Gregory of Amberol anticipates 

different challenges for Britain in Bloom groups during 

the summer and autumn seasons in 2020.   

With businesses, public places and the leisure industry 

slowly opening up, eager In Bloomers are getting out 

and about again. And what a positive difference it 

makes to our high streets, parks and open spaces. 

However, many of you are facing the double challenge 

of keeping plants and flowers blooming during summer 

2020 alongside the demands of social distancing.  

At Amberol we believe very firmly in the importance of 

the work that In Bloomers do: green spaces, flowers and gardening are all proven to 

have significant mental and physical health benefits, both for those involved in the 

planting and those who observe the amazing results of your hard work. In fact, the 

value of gardening has been recognised by the NHS and is part of their social 

prescribing programme, designed to raise awareness around the benefits of 

integrating within communities.  

Britain needs In Bloom now more than ever   

In the current crisis, we all need and appreciate public 

places and spaces more than ever, particularly those 

who don’t have access to their own outdoor space. 

With everyone going through difficult times, seeing 

plants in bloom when out and about is such a welcome 

mood-booster. That’s why we enjoy supporting the 

Britain in Bloom regions. And this summer in 

particular, there are ways that Amberol can help: 

1.Because they are self-watering  

2.Floral barriers make an effective and attractive 

alternative to bollards and railings 

Whether you use our products or not, you may find 

some inspiration in our newly published ‘Inspired Plant 

Ups’ guide. Free to download on our website 

Britain in Bloom is all about community; getting to know new people, supporting 

each other and sharing ideas. The Buzz in Bloom Facebook group is a members only 

site where people can exchange advice, tips. Just search for Buzz in Bloom on 

Facebook or connect via our website. 

We are always happy to offer advice and support where we can, so if you have any 

questions about how we can help please get in touch by emailing 

sales@amberol.co.uk, calling 01773 830 930 or visiting us at www.amberol.co.uk. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/personalisedcare/social-prescribing/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/personalisedcare/social-prescribing/
https://amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups
https://amberol.co.uk/downloads/inspired-plantups
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmberolBritaininBloomBuzz/
mailto:sales@amberol.co.uk
http://www.amberol.co.uk
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Light Relief Answers to the July Newsletter 

Seeds on an average strawberry  - 200 seeds  

Why some fruits float  - Fruits float based on their density, e.g. an apple 

contains water just like a pear, however, they float better because they continue 

to absorb oxygen even after they are picked.  So, an apple can be made up of 

25% of air and this is also why they keep for much longer than a pear!  

5 fruits that  belong to the ‘Rose’ family 

These could be Apples, Peaches, Pears, Cherries, Raspberries, Strawberries etc 

  

5 vegetables that are fruits 

E.g. Tomatoes, Peppers, Cucumbers, Peas, Pumpkins, Corn  

 

Oldest ‘living’ tree 

UK: Fortingall Yew – Perthshire is ‘officially’ the oldest estimated at between 

2000 and 3000 years old, though there is a tree in Conway the LLangernyw Yew 

that might be up to 5000 years old but due to its composition there is no way to 

confirm it.   

World: Methuselah, a 5000 year old Bristle Cone Pine which is in the California 

White Mountains in a secret location.  

UK visitor attraction with 15 of the oldest species of plants   

Eden Project 

NWIB Contact details 
Unfortunately we are not able to be in the office at the moment. We do, 

however, always check the e-mail shown below. 
 

E-mail: info@northwestinbloom.com 

Website: www.northwestinbloom.com 

Facebook Group North West in Bloom Support 

We want to hear from you 

Tell us what you have been doing. Why not post your story and 

photos on to our Facebook site Northwest in Bloom Support  

Our Facebook group now has over 140 members and fresh ideas from 

groups are posted daily. Why not join us.  

This is a private group where we can all share ideas and support. Please 

follow the link below and request membership. 

Northwest in Bloom Support 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/685779488630595/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/685779488630595/

